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A User’s Guide for Building and Maintaining a Rainbow based Portal

Webmaster’s Handbook

Note – this is a work in progress.  We thought we’d share it with you while the author is on vacation (
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1

Getting to know the Rainbow Portal Framework, the “RPF XE "RPF" ”

I
n the following subsections you will learn how the framework works and how you interact with it. Please feel free to skip any sections you already feel comfortable with. We try to write this handbook for novices as well as web-developers, who whish to quickly and efficiently get acquainted with the RPF.

Who should read this Handbook?

In short: anyone working with, adding and managing content using the Rainbow-Portal’s Admin-Modules.
Welcome, Webmaster XE "Webmaster" . A „hat“ is one’s designated duties. The hat of a webmaster is to maintain consistency, availability and the uniformedness of his website or portal. This guide was written to help you achieve this goal faster, introducing you to the functions of the RPF. This guide will not discuss installation, but building and maintaining a portal using the built-in Admin-Modules supplied by the RPF.

What is the RPF XE "RPF:features" , what does it deliver?

Basically, the RPF utilizes an extensible set of modules (we’ll get into that in a moment) to form a complex page-layouts with rich content(-types). It achieves this by maintaining menu-, page-, meta-, and user-data and logically combining this data to build a website or portal. 

Its admin-modules (also explained in detail later on) are based on the same architecture thus also allowing extensibility here as well. This implies that there must already be some pages defined (with these admin-modules placed) to get started with, otherwise you have no interface to assemble an interface, website or portal.

The RPF was build and enhanced from the I-Buy-Spy sample Portal.

In very simple terms, the RPF allows you to

· Define the hierarchy of the website

· Manage multiple of these websites/portals

· Define the content and content-types of each page

· Define Roles and Users which can be assigned privileges to certain areas of the site

· Define the visibility of pages and content to certain roles

· Maintain multiple instances of a module, each designed for a different language, thus allowing easy internationalization

· Allow for workflow of content-delivery, before a module is visible to the visitors

What the RPF isn’t (yet), what it can’t provide

The RPF is work-in-progress; which means that there will always be future enhancements and the to-do list is quite huge. But aside from that there are also some framework-related issues which prevent certain features from being implemented in the near future.

Comparing the RPF to some commercial CMSs, you might be missing the following:

· Complex, UI controlled interaction between placed modules

· Consistent content-scheduling across all modules

· Versioning of content (modules)

· Concurrent editing-user awareness (dynamic edit-locking)

· Sophisticated CRM and User-Form management

· Sophisticated E-Mail integration
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Starting XE "Starting" 

 XE "Installation" \t "see starting"  Rainbow

This part assumes complete installation and completed auto-upgrade by the installing person (hostmaster or webmaster, if he has the appropriate privileges).

Once you have entered the Url provided to you by the hostmaster (who installed the portal on the web server), you should see a screen like the following:
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Graphic 1 – the first screen you should see after installation
This is the page that anyone would see, which is visiting your website/portal. Now right on this first page, you will notice the following areas, which are of interest to all our future steps:
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Graphic 2 – the areas of the page

Region 1 – the Menu Area XE "Areas:Menu" 

 XE "Menu Area" 
This region is built automatically with each menu-item you create. Design and layout is defined globally for all pages. You can specify the title and an image to be displayed in that region (apart from the menu-items displayed).

Location of source-file:

~/Design/DesktopLayouts/<Theme>/DesktopPortalBanner.ascx

CSS Classes used:

<to be filled in>

Region 2,3,4 – the Content Area XE "Content Area" 

 XE "Areas:Content" s

Each page you create can have a maximum of 3 panes, each in which you can place an arbitrary amount and types of modules. The middle pane is the “main pane” and usually utilizes the space of panes which no modules/content have been assigned to. The behavior of the visible/hidden panes can be fine-tuned by manipulating source-file. In the example above, you see that in Area 2 a logon-module has been placed. In Area 3 some kind of text-module has been placed – the heading of that textarea is already visible, but there is no text below it.

Location of source-file:

~/Design/DesktopLayouts/<Theme>/ DesktopThreePanes.ascx

CSS Classes used:

<to be filled in>

Region 5 – the Footer Area XE "Footer Area" 

 XE "Areas:Footer" 
This area is designed once by the developer which adjusts the RPF to the specific implementation. Currently, the information displayed there is not manageable through the RPF.

Location of source-file:

~/Design/DesktopLayouts/<Theme>/DesktopFooter.ascx

CSS Classes used:

<to be filled in>

Logging-In XE "Login:Logging-In" :

By default, a logon-module is placed on the left pane (Region 2 above) of the homepage. Go ahead and logon using the default username “admin” and password “admin”. 

Notice the difference in the appearance of the site now!
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Auxiliary Navigation

The top-most navigation bar – called “Auxiliary Navigation” has expanded to multiple items. This menu is not controllable from the UI as of yet. If you need to modify it’s members, edit the source-file.

Location of source-file:

~/UI/WebControls/HeaderMenu.cs

CSS Classes used:

<to be filled in>

“Admin this XE "Admin this" ” Menu

A new menu hierarchy appeared, starting with the item “Admin this”. It is the main configuration screen you will use (unless you build your own) when administering your website.

The “Edit Module” and “Configure Module” icons

All modules which you may edit/change (and as admin, you may change all modules by default), carry manipulation-icons (usually) to the right of their title, depending on the design/theme used. 

Modules

So you keep reading about modules – appearently the whole RPF is made of modules, but what are they? The main and base objective of a module could be described as follows:

A module is a complete unit of code consisting of a) a User-Interface (UI), and b) Code to interact with the RPF. It’s functionality resembles one specific function or “added value”. It abstracts content from layout and usually eases complex html coding by also abstracting this from the webmaster. 

Now let’s examine that: a “complete unit of code” means that a module can be “plugged-in” or out of a portal adding additional features to it (“added value”). The UI (a) of this module allows you to change it’s behaviour, some or most of the modules allow you to specify some kind of content, that the module knows how to display to the visitor. This modules must conform to certain patterns and functionality (b) in order to smoothly interact with the RPF.

Examples of modules

Here some “real-live” modules, so you get the final picture:

HTML-Document Module

This module allows you to enter text in a word-style editor, place pictures and add tables. You can even create an HTML Document in your favourite HTML-Editor and copy-paste the code into this module. It “knows” how to display the HTML code to the visitor.

Contacts Module

It lets you add an arbitrary amount of people, with their e-mail addresses and 2 other contact methods (phone and fax, for example) and displays this information in a vertical list. This module for example takes abstract information (unlike the HTML-Document module) and formats it in a logical manner on the page.

Discussion Module

Now this module shows how powerful modules can get. Just place it on any page and your visitors can start discussing – it creates threads and allows users to interactively discuss subjects (usually the information posted on that same page) with each other.

Modules Types

There are 2 basic types of modules that the RPF distincts between.

Admin Modules

These types of modules are designed to give you a User-Interface for changing the behaviour, look & feel and system-parameters (such as users, roles, design, navigation etc) of your portal. Modules of this type are usually identified in the lists by the (Admin) suffix following their name.

Content Modules

Modules of this type are designed to be visible to the visitors. They take the burden of having to manually write and maintain HTML code for various content. They usually also help to maintain consistency in design and layout.

Module Edit-Levels


There are usually 3 levels of modifications you can make to a module. These are:

CONTENT XE "Module Levels:Content" 
Changing the content (what’s displayed to the visitor). 
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This is symbolized by the pencil-icon.

 XE "Module Levels:Module Settings" 

 XE "Module Levels:Base Settings" MODULE-SETTINGS

Changing module-specific and general parameters, such as dimensions, layout/design/theme options, culture-settings, language-specific title, etc. 
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This is symbolized by the edit-properties-icon.

BASE-SETTINGS

“Base settings”, such as the module’s “internal” name,  the page it’s placed on, rights and workflow settings, caching options etc. This is accessed by clicking the “Base Settings” button at the end of the PROPERTIES page.

The display-modes of a module

Each module has different modes of displaying itself: 

View-Mode XE "Module Modes:View-Mode" 
that’s the mode in which the content of the module is displayed alongside with other modules of that same page. It is the “normal” operating mode of a module, especially for your visitors.

Edit-Content-Mode XE "Module Modes:Edit-Content-Mode" 
in this mode, the module changes it’s appearance to allow an authorized user to change what’s displayed to visitors (i.e. the content of the module). In this mode, the page shows nothing else except for the module being edited. Currently, there is no real preview of the content in context to its position on the page and relative to other modules on the page. You must save your changes to a module, to be able to view the result and the effect on the page.

Edit-Settings-Mode XE "Module Modes:Edit-Settings-Mode" 
similar to the edit-content-mode, a module in this mode consumes the whole page for itself, displaying various settings. Both “MODULE-SETTINGS” and “BASE-SETTINGS” are displayed in this mode.

 XE "Content:changing" Making your first change

Changing the Title of the “Rainbow portal released!” Module

To change the title, we click on the [image: image6.png]PR LEB)3 -
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 icon to the right of the title. We are now in the “Module Settings” screen, which we will discuss in detail later on. In the Culture Settings section, you can choose, for which available languages this module should be visible. “Invariant Language” means that this module is visible in all countries and all languages. Below that selection-box, you can define a new title  (per available language). Note: changing that title here has no effect on the “internal” title of the module. Leaving these language-based title-fields empty will display the “internal” title for those languages. Go ahead and enter a title of your choice, such as “Welcome to my family-portal”. Scroll to the end of the page and hit “OK”. This saves any changes made and returns to the previous page. Hitting “Apply Changes” would save your modifications, but remain on this “MODULE-SETTINGS” page.

Adding content to this Module

Now, back on the homepage of your site, you see the new title for the module in region 3. Hit the [image: image7.png]PR LEB)3 -
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 icon to the right of your new title to change the content of this module. It switches to Edit-Content-Mode and you see a WYSIWYG-style text-editor (if you’re running Internet-Explorer on Windows). Go ahead and enter text and format it using the toolbar-functions. Experiment with the Upload/Place image functionality and try out the Table editing functions. After you’re satisfied with your input, scroll to the end of the page and hit “Apply Changes”.

You are now back on the homepage of your site, which should have the new content in it. My version looks like this:
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Thank you for visiting this portal. Here you will find an image-galery of my family, the Iatest news of our son and general
information about us. Feel free to ook through all the menus available to you and contact us, if you have any questions. If
you have an account with this portal, please logon to the left-hand-side, to gain access to additional features, such as our
discussion-forum and other features.

Thanks again for stopping by!




Great!! You’ve just experienced how easy it is to work with the RPF (providing all modules have been placed already)!

Now hit “Logoff” on the auxiliary-navigation (at the top-right of the page) to see how your visitors will see your homepage. Notice the edit-buttons and admin-menus vanish.
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Region 1: the Header and Menu region





Region 2: the left pane of the content-area








Region 3+4: the main and right pane (right one not in use here, thus the main pane utilizes all of the space) of the content-area





Region 5: the footer region





Modules always have a title. This doesn’t mean that the title has to be visible, but they always do. This title is used by you do identify it within a list of modules and on the page. Even though you can hide the title, it is always shown, if you are able to edit/change that module! This is by design, because you wouldn’t see the edit buttons otherwise!





Note: If you haven’t installed rainbow yet, please refer to the installation guide, and/or run /Rainbow/Setup/Scripts/setup.swf to quickly setup a default installation of the RPF. Please don’t forget to hook up the /Rainbow directory with a web or virtual directory within IIS.
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